
 

 

 

Course Overview 
Course Title American Politics 

Course and Section Number PSI-101-ONL 

Number of Credits 3 Semester Credits 

Term 

Course/Section Dates 

Meeting Time 

22/WIN2 

01/10/2022 – 03/05/2022 

Class meets online via Canvas 

Instructor Jason Hayes 

Doane Email Address jason.hayes@doane.edu 

Textbook Information: 

(e.g. title, edition, 

publisher, ISBN) 

Title: Analyzing American Democracy 

Author: Jon R. Bond 

 ISBN-13: 9781138345195 
 ISBN-10: 1138345199 

 

Link to Doane Bookstore: 

https://www.bkstr.com/doaneuniversitystore/shop/textbooks-

and-course-materials 

Additional Course Materials  

Course Description An analysis of American political institutions and behavior. 

Foundational Area of 

Knowledge 

Community and Identity 
 
Students will gain a greater understanding of themselves and 
the communities in which they live and work, and how identity is 
formed through the interaction of the individual and larger 
society. Students will work to 

https://www.bkstr.com/doaneuniversitystore/shop/textbooks-and-course-materials
https://www.bkstr.com/doaneuniversitystore/shop/textbooks-and-course-materials


 

 

 explore dimensions of human experience with regard to 
perceptions of self 

 understand how individuals interact to form communities 
and social structures 
analyze the practical and ethical implications of 
interactions between individuals and those social 
structures 

Course Learning 

Outcomes/Objectives 

1.1 Define politics, government, popular sovereignty; 1.2 

Identify types of U.S. representative systems; 1.3 Describe 

reasons for the U.S. Constitution; 1.4 Evaluate the 

Constitutional Convention; 1.5 Recognize constitutional 

principles; 1.6 Describe restrictions on the government; 1.7 

Discuss the growth of interest groups; 1.8 Explain the concept 

of a free press; 1.9 Explain the concept of public opinion; 1.10 

Explain the concept of elections; 2.1 Recognize division of 

powers in U.S. System; 2.2 Categorize U.S. Federalism 

evolution periods; 2.3 Identify responsibilities of Congress; 2.4 

Explain bicameralism in Congress; 2.5 Diagram the legislative 

process; 2.6 List constitutional duties of the Presidency; 2.7 

Name the informal duties of the President 2.8 Discuss the 

structure of the bureaucracy; 2.9 Explain the jurisdiction of the 

U.S. Judiciary; 2.10 Identify the structure of Federal Courts; 

2.11 Evaluate the selection of Federal Judges; 3.1 Explain the 

freedom of religion and expression; 3.2 Illustrate civil liberty 

protections; 3.3 Describe the concept of civil rights; 3.4 Explain 

the nominating and election process; 4.1 Define direct and 

representative democracy; 4.2 Compare forms of governmental 

systems; 4.3 Analyze the pros and cons of Federalism; 4.4 

Evaluate the stages of policymaking; 4.5 Rate the concept of 

majority rule; 4.6 Demonstrate Political Freedom and Equality; 

5.1 Examine political ideology; 5.2 Discuss interpretations of 

the Constitution; 5.3 Explain the concept of political parties; 5.4 

Illustrate political parties’ activities & strength; 5.5 Describe 

presidential & congressional elections; 6.1 Evaluate various 

U.S. Civil Rights Movements; 6.2 Justify interest groups 

resources and activities; 6.3 Assess two-party competition in 

politics; 6.4 Evaluate media bias in the U.S.; 6.5 Assess 

interpreting public opinion polls; 6.6 Compare voter choice 

outcomes; 6.7 Justify the power of the U.S. Bureaucracy; and, 

6.8 Rate judicial review and decision making. 

Technology Requirements For the successful use of Canvas please refer to Doane 

University’s minimum computer requirements. This may also 

include: 

http://www.doane.edu/about-doane/offices/its/help-and-support#min_requirements


 

 

●      Reliable computer and internet connection 

●      A web browser (Chrome or Mozilla Firefox) 

●      Adobe Acrobat Reader (free) 

●      Word processing software -Microsoft or Google Docs 

●      Webcam and mic 

Syllabus Addendum www.doane.edu/syllabus includes information regarding: 

 Academic Support 

 Military Friendliness & Services 

 Study Time 

 Credit Hour Definition 

 Catalog and Policies 

Technological Support  If you are in need of technical assistance, please contact the 
help desk at 402-826-8411 or by email at 
helpdesk@doane.edu. 

Learning Management 

System 

Canvas: https://doane.instructure.com 

Campus Network or Canvas 

Outage 

When access to Canvas is not available for an extended period 
of time (greater than one entire evening - 6pm till 11pm) you 
can reasonably expect that the due date for assignments will be 
changed to the next day (assignment still due by midnight). 

 

http://www.doane.edu/syllabus
https://doane.instructure.com/

